
Old Mi l l  High School   

A key resource in our re-

gion, the Chesapeake 

Bay is central to the iden-

tity of Anne Arundel Coun-

ty, Mary-

land, 

and the 

DEL-

MARVA 

region 

in gen-

eral.  

 

Students in Ms. Godich’s 

Marine Biology course, 

while examining the estu-

ary, spent time research-

ing the economic impact 

of the Bay and how envi-

ronmental factors related 

to the Chesapeake im-

pact the economy of Mar-

yland.  

 

Students were asked to 

identify an economic im-

pact, either positive or 

negative, and an environ-

mental impact the Chesa-

peake Bay has in Mary-

land. Working in teams, 

students created posters 

to outline their findings.  

Also included on the posters 

were solutions to environmen-

tal or economic issues related 

to the Bay.   

 

Marine Bio kids 

investigated the 

need for crab-

bing and fishing 

restrictions and 

how over-fishing 

and crabbing 

can impact both 

watermen who make their 

living on the Chesapeake as 

well as consumers who enjoy 

the local seafood the Bay pro-

duces.  

 

Students also took a look at 

oyster regeneration and the 

combined economic and envi-

ronmental impacts of such 

projects geared toward in-

creasing oyster production.  

 

After visiting Ms. Godich’s 4B 

section of Marine Biology, it 

was clear that students under-

stood the importance of the 

Bay as an economic resource. 

Crabbing is big business as an 

industry, contributing tens of 

millions of dollars to the Mary-

land economy. Consumers are 

affected by over-crabbing, 

which generally results in 

higher prices for crabs and 

related products.  

 

There are many environmental 

concerns with the Bay, includ-

ing runoff, pollution, and the 

affects of climate change on 

bay ecology. Students were 

thoughtful in connecting these 

concerns to the economics 

involved in restoring the Ches-

apeake to adequate health.  

Doing something Signature-

related in your class? Want to 

brainstorm some ideas? Not 

sure how to incorporate Signa-

ture Connections? Contact 

Joshua White, Signature Pro-

gram Facilitator, for ideas, 

support, or just to share your 

incredible work!  
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Old Mill HS Mission: 

 The mission of Old Mill 
High School, a community 
rich in diversity with a mul-
titude of programs, is to 
promote academic excel-
lence and global perspective 
through collaboration and 
self-assessment in an effort 
to prepare productive citi-
zens in an ever-changing 
world.  

AVID Mission:  

 The mission of AVID is to 
close the achievement gap 
by preparing all students for 
college readiness and suc-
cess in a global society.  

Signature Mission:  

 The mission of the Interna-
tional Economics & Fi-
nance Signature is to help 
students develop a sense of 
individual responsibility, 
learn life and career skills, 
gain business, finance, and 
economic skills, and the 
critical thinking skills neces-
sary to achieve the highest 
levels of personal, academ-
ic, and career success.  
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Dr. Allen Cox of the Maryland 

Council On Economic Education 

led students through a lesson 

on investing in the stock mar-

ket, including a discussion on 

the importance of saving and 

investing from an early age.  

 

Dr. Cox noted the importance 

of compounding interest, or 

interest earned after re-

investing interest from the princi-

pal. Investing early can have a 

significant long term impact on 

retirement savings. If only we 

could all follow that advice!  

 

The trip also included a tour of 

Towson University and a visit to 

one of the all-you-can-eat dining 

halls– likely the most popular stop 

of the day!  

Ever thought about how to 

become a millionaire? Most 

likely everyone has, but not all 

have planned out their path.  

 

On December 9, Explorations I 

and AP Economics students 

visited the T. Rowe Price Fi-

nance Lab at Towson Universi-

ty in order to figure out a plan 

to become millionaires by 

retirement.  

S T U D E N T S  L E A R N  T H E  P A T H  T O  M I L L I O N A I R E  S T A T U S  



Signature: International Economics 
& Finance:  

 Jan. 4 Field Trip: Baltimore 

Aquarium, Marine Biology 
classes 

 Jan. 5 Guest Speaker: 

Opportunity Builders, Inc., 
Explorations I 

 Jan 5-6 Signature/AVID 

Presentations to 8th Grade  

 Jan. 9 Guest Speakers: Pascal 

Center, Providence Center, 
Explorations I 

 Jan. 18 ICST Meeting, CCC 

Conference Room 

 Jan. 19 Elective Fair (evening)  

 
AVID:  

 Feb. 9 Field Trip Towson 

University  

Upcoming Events :   

of that devastating and expan-

sive crime scene.  

 

He also talked about photo-

graphing large and complex 

crime scenes, discussing the 

importance of forensic pho-

tography when cataloging a 

scene and  identifying evi-

dence in criminal cases.  

 

Special Agent Smith set up 

some of his photography 

equipment, including a 360 

degree camera, which allows 

for a continuous photograph to 

be taken of a room 

from a central point.  

 

Demonstrating this 

technology, Special 

Agent Smith took volun-

teers from the audi-

ence and showed them 

how to take a 360 de-

gree photograph using 

the auditorium as the 

scene.  

 

Students asked a variety of 

questions regarding Special 

Agent Smith’s work with the 

FBI, including his experience 

doing surveillance and the dif-

ference between taking photo-

Old Mill welcomed Special 

Agent Charles Smith, a foren-

sic photographer from the 

Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion, to school on Nov. 30. 

 

The visit, arranged by Jen 

Kraus, was directed at stu-

dents in Photography courses 

who might have an interest in 

photography as a profession. 

Additionally, Ms. Barbagallo’s 

Criminal Justice students 

attended, as well as select 

others with an interest in the 

topic.  

Special Agent Smith spoke to 

students about his start in 

photography as a profession. 

Beginning as a hobby, SA 

Smith found his way to the 

FBI in the late 90s. He was in 

New York City after the terror-

ist attacks in 2001, and he 

talked a about the challenge 

graphs and recording video and 

audio. He said that there were 

different legal considerations 

when record-

ing video as 

opposed to 

taking still 

photos.  

In addition to 

his work with 

the FBI, SA 

Smith free-

lances, from 

weddings and 

sporting events to landscapes and 

portraits.  

 

Discussing the technical aspects 

of photography as a profession, 

Special Agent Smith touched on 

the importance of factors such as 

indoor and outdoor lighting, 

weather conditions, and subject 

matter when setting up a photo-

graph.  

 

Students were engaged and in-

quisitive throughout his presenta-

tion. Thanks to Ms. Kraus for put-

ting the event together!   

F B I  A T  O L D  M I L L   

Joshua White 

Signature Program Facilitator  

Phone: 410-969-9010 x 277 

E-mail: jtwhite@aacps.org 

 

Emily Gordon 

AVID Site Coordinator 

Phone: 410-969-9010 

Email: ecgordon@aacps.org 

Patriots are: 
 Productive. Respectful. Involved. Determined. Empowered.  

Old Mill  

High School 

Dr. Kevin Hamlin, Principal   

Signature Program Notes:  

 Ms. Kilby’s Child Development students received CPR Certification training from the Anne 

Arundel Co. Fire Department in December. If you are interested in student certifications relat-

ed to your content area, contact Joshua White, Signature Program Facilitator, for more infor-

mation! Can’t hurt to ask!  

 Recommending classes to students as the prepare for next year? Consider discussing Signature 

Pathways courses with them. Access the Signature website here for more course information!  

 Have you connected your content to our Signature theme? Are you planning to? Contact the 

Signature office if you would like to earn some extra cash for developing Signature-themed 

overlays in your content area!  

AVID: What’s Happening! 

 AVID Seniors have raked in $2.4 million in scholarships so far! Keep those dollars coming!  

 We are recruiting for next semester and teachers can email Emily Gordon 
(ecgordon@aacps.org) with any names of students who may be a good fit for AVID.  

 All AVID seniors have completed a college application and 20 students have already been 
accepted to 1 or more colleges! 

Visit OMHS on the web!  

www.oldmillhs.org 

AVID Organizational Tip:   

 Encourage students to Write in the 

Margins. Model in class the 6 strate-

gies: “visualization,” “summarizing,” 

“clarifying,” “connecting,”  

“responding,” and “questioning.” 

 Incorporate the use of the above 

strategies as homework or for as-

sessment review.  

 These strategies will help students 

become better readers, writers, and 

will increase comprehension of a 

variety of different materials.  

 Be patient! Be repetitive! Be creative 

with your reading selections!   

http://www.aacpsadvancedstudies.org/aacps/Signature/Our%20Unique%20Programs%20of%20Study/Old%20Mill%20HS%3A%20International%20Economics%20%26%20Finance/
mailto:ecgordon@aacps.org

